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Hundreds of Volunteers to Gather in Day of Service 
Silicon Valley residents take action on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
Palo Alto, CA– January 3, 2018– On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 2018, the Oshman Family JCC expects to 
host 1,000 Silicon Valley volunteers on its dedicated day of social action called Mitzvah Day. The eleven-year-
old program is part of the OFJCC's new Center for Social Responsibility, centralizing volunteer and social action 
efforts in Silicon Valley. In the Hebrew Bible, a mitzvah refers to a commandment or good deed. 

In the 11 years since the inception of Mitzvah Day, the Oshman Family JCC has hosted over 10,000 participants 
completing projects relating to poverty, hunger, homelessness, aging and the environment. This year, some of 
the organizations the OFJCC is partnering with include Silicon Valley corporate partner Amdocs, the Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy, Project WeHope and City of Palo Alto Open Space Baylands Nature Preserve. The 
volunteer projects are expected to produce items for hospitalized children, materials for homeless shelters and 
visits to senior residences with a large focus on environmental projects. All participants are also encouraged to 
bring gift cards to donate to those affected by the North Bay fires. 

The day has served as a jumping off point for year-round social action projects in Silicon Valley. "Local families 
and workplaces consider us their place to give back, and we're honored to have that privilege," says Luba 
Palant, Director of Community Engagement at the Oshman Family JCC. 

The OFJCC carries out social action programs throughout the year under the Center for Socal Responsibility. Its 
regular activities include bringing cooked food to shelters. "We’ve built relationships with the LifeMoves shelter 
network which relies on OFJCC volunteers to provide periodic meals," says Palant. 

This year's Mitzvah Day also marks the first year of corporate partnership with Amdocs, a San Jose employer, 
whose spokesperson notes they felt it was "a wonderful way to engage our employees while giving back."  

For Calendar Editors 

WHAT: On January 15, 2018, the Oshman Family JCC will mark its 11th year of social action known as Mitzvah 
Day with volunteer activities for over 1,000 participants. Mitzvah Day occurs every year on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day and inspires action addressing issues of poverty, hunger, homelessness, aging and the environment. 
  
WHEN: Monday, January 15, 2018 | All day; projects times vary 
 
WHERE: Campus-wide at Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto and in surrounding locations. 
 



  

 

REGISTRATION: This event is free. To register, and for more information, please visit paloaltojcc.org/mitzvah or 
call (650) 223-8791. 
 
 
About the Oshman Family JCC 
The Oshman Family Jewish Community Center (OFJCC) on the Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life is a 
community-supported nonprofit that serves the South Peninsula through educational, social, cultural, fitness, 
sports and other programs. The OFJCC is a multi-generational Jewish neighborhood where all are welcome and 
which fosters new personal and community connections through rich and rewarding experiences. The OFJCC 
provides a common ground for Jewish institutions, other local groups, organizations and individuals to work, 
learn and play together for the betterment of the whole community. The OFJCC’s registered trademarks are Live 
Fully® and J-Pass®. For more information, visit www.paloaltojcc.org or call (650) 223-8700. 
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